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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: APRIL 27 MEETING OF AD HOC COMMITTEE 
OF THE WHOLE, UNGA 9TH SPECIAL SESSION 

REE: USUN 1668 

1 . SUMMARY: THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE OE THE UNGA 
SPECIAL SESSION ON NAMIBIA MET PM APRIL 27 TO COMMENCE 
SUBSTANTIVE REVIEW OF THE DRAFT DECLARATION AND PRO- 
GRAMME OF ACTION (UNGA DOCUMENT A/S-9/7). INSTEAD OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 USUN N 01719 282323Z 

BEGINNING A CAREFUL CONSIDERATION OF THE DRAFT, PARA- 
GRAPH BY PARAGRAPH, THE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN, ZAMBIAN AMB 
KONIE, PROCEEDED TO RUSH THROUGH THE DRAET FIVE OR MORE 
PARAGRAPHS AT A TIME. NOBODY OFFERED COMMENTS FROM THE 
FLOOR (EXCEPT THE US), AND THE ENTIRE PROCESS TOOK NO 
MORE THAN EORTY-FIVE MINUTES (IF THAT). THIS "RAIL- 
ROADING" PROCEDURE CAUGHT MANY DELEGATIONS BY SURPRISE. 
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AFTER CONSIDERABLE HURRIED LOBBYING, AGREEMENT WAS 
REACHED TO POSTPONE EINAL ACTION ON THE DRAET. THE NEXT 
MEETING OE THE COMMITTEE IS SCHEDULED EOR MONDAY, MAY I. 
END SUMMARY. 

2. THE AD HOC COMMITTEE OE THE WHOLE OE THE NINTH UNGA 
SPECIAL SESSION MET AETERNOON APRIL 27. PRIOR TO CON- 
SIDERATION OE THE DRAFT DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OE 
ACTION, WESTERN LIVE AND EC-9 MADE SEPARATE STATEMENTS 
(REFTEL). THE UNITED STATES, ON BEHALE OE THE LIVE 
REFERRED TO THE APRIL 25 SPEECH IN PLENARY BY CANADIAN 
SECRETARY OE STATE EOR EXTERNAL AEEAIRS JAMIESON 
DESCRIBING THE WORK OF THE CONTACT GROUP, STRESSED THE 
LIVE S INTENTION TO ADOPT A POSITIVE AND CONSTRUCTIVE 
APPROACH TO THE AD HOC COMMITTEE'S WORK, BUT NOTED THAT 
IN THE END THE FIVE WOULD NOT BE ABLE TO EXPRESS A SUB- 
STANTIVE POSITION ON THE DRAETS BECAUSE OF THE SENSI- 
TIVITY OE THE NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT EEFORT IN WHICH WE 
ARE ENGAGED. 

3. DENMARK, ON BEHALE OE THE EC-9, THEN READ A STATEMENT 
EXPLAINING THAT THE NINE ARE IN "GENERAL AGREEMENT" WITH 
THE SPIRIT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE TWO DOCUMENTS BUT HAVE 
RESERVATIONS ABOUT A NUMBER OE SPECIFIC PROVISIONS. 
DENMARK SAID THE NINE COULD NOT SUPPORT THE ENDORSEMENT 
OR INTENSIEICATION OE ARMED STRUGGLE. EURTHERMORE, 
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WHILE RECOGNIZING SWAPO AS A MAJOR POLITICAL EORCE, THEY 
EELT IT SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE NAMIBIAN PEOPLE TO DECIDE 
WHO THEIR REPRESENTATIVES WERE. DENMARK STATED THAT 
THE NINE CONSIDERED THE WESTERN PROPOSAL THE BEST MEANS 
OE ACHIEVING A SPEEDY AND PEACEEUL TRANSITION TO 
INDEPENDENCE IN NAMIBIA. 

4. THE COMMITTEE THEN BEGAN CONSIDERATION OE THE DRAFT 
DECLARATION AND PROGRAMME OE ACTION. THIS "CONSIDERATION " 
AMOUNTED TO RUSHING THROUGH THE DRAET LIVE OR MORE 
PARAGRAPHS AT A TIME IN A TOTAL OE AT MOST EORTY-EIVE 
MINUTES. MANY DELEGATIONS WERE ELABERGASTED BY THE 
PROCEDURE WHICH OBVIOUSLY WAS DRIVING TOWARD A QUICK 
CALL EOR CONSENSUS. ALTER EXTENSIVE AND SPEEDY 
LOBBYING, THE TRAIN WAS STOPPED BY A DANISH REQUEST TO 
POSTPONE EINAL ACTION ON THE DRAFT. THIS REQUEST WAS 
SUPPORTED BY A NUMBER OE DELEGATIONS WHO ARGUED THAT 
SWAPO PRESIDENT NUJOMA WAS SCHEDULED TO MAKE ANOTHER 
ADDRESS (APRIL 28) TO THE ASSEMBLY AND THAT IT WOULD BE 
PREMATURE TO ADOPT THE DECLARATION IN ADVANCE OF THAT 
ADDRESS. THE CANADIANS LED OTHERS,WHO STATED THAT THEY 
LACKED INSTRUCTIONS. EVENTUALLY THE MOTION FOR POST- 
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PONEMENT WAS ADOPTED. THE NEXT MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE 
IS SCHEDULED FOR MONDAY, MAY I. AT THAT MEETING THE 
FIVE HAVE DETERMINED THAT THERE WILL BE A CALL EOR A 
VOTE (TO AVOID CONSENSUS); WE ARE SEEKING A FRIENDLY 
DEL OUTSIDE THE CONTACT GROUP TO CALL THE VOTE. THE 
WESTERN EIVE INTEND TO ABSTAIN ON GENERAL GROUNDS OF 
THEIR NEED TO RETAIN AN APPROPRIATELY NEUTRAL NEGOTIATING 
POSTURE ON NAMIBIA. OTHER WESTERN DELEGATIONS ARE ALSO 
EXPECTED TO ABSTAIN ON PRIMARILY SUBSTANTIVE BUT ALSO 
PROCEDURAL GROUNDS. THERE IS FAIRLY WIDESPREAD NON- 
AFRICAN RESENTMENT OF THE GROSS RAILROADING DESCRIBED 
ABOVE. YOUNG 
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